30 Day Bible Story Challenge
Day 23 – The Twelve Disciples (Fisher’s of Men)
One day Jesus was walking by the Sea of Galilee. It was actually a big
beautiful lake and many men would try to catch fish there.
In fact, if you were to walk along the beach you would pass boat after
boat after boat. With men working hard emptying their nets they used to
fish with, getting ready to go back out to sea, or gathering all their fish
together so they could take them to the store to sell them.
Jesus walked by many boats but stopped and watched some men at a
particular boat. These men were Simon (whose nickname was Peter) and
his brother Andrew. They were working very hard and were frustrated
about not catching any fish the night before.
These men had actually met Jesus before, but only for a short time. John
the Baptist had introduced them to Jesus, just after Jesus was
baptized. The men knew that Jesus was the One who came to save us so
we can go to Heaven. Jesus went right up to their boat and asked them if
they could put their boat out into the water a little ways. He then
climbed in, sat down and started teaching from the boat. People walking
along the shore and the men in their fishing boats stopped to listen.
After Jesus was done teaching He said to Simon, "Go out in deeper water
and put your nets down into the water." Simon answered, "Master,
we've worked all night trying to catch fish and we haven't caught
anything. But only because you said so, I will let the nets down."
As soon as they had let the nets down, they caught so many fish the nets
began to break. They quickly waved to their friends in the boat next to
them for help. They began filling both boats with the fish they had
caught but there were so many fish that the boats started to sink.
Simon Peter bowed down to Jesus and said, "Lord you shouldn't be near
me I am sinful." All the men were amazed at what Jesus had done:
Simon, Andrew and their friends in the other boat James and John. Then

Jesus said to all of them, "Come, follow me and I will make you fishers of
men."
What happened next was quite amazing! What do you think you would
do if Jesus said that to you? Maybe instead of fishing- you're playing with
a friend. Jesus comes to you and says, "Come, follow me." Maybe you
would say, "Just a minute, we're not quite done playing yet." Or maybe
you would walk your friend home, tell your parents you're leaving, clean
up your toys...
Well these men immediately left everything they were doing and went
with Jesus. They left their boat, their nets, and all the fish they
caught. They left without a worry in the world, they somehow knew they
could trust Jesus.
All together Jesus asked twelve men to be His disciples to follow Him and
all twelve men agreed. All these men believed what Jesus said and
followed His example. They helped Jesus tell others about God - they
were fishers of men.
These are the names of the twelve disciples: Simon (who Jesus liked to
call Peter, which means rock), his brother Andrew; brothers James and
John; Philip and Bartholomew; Thomas and Matthew the tax collector;
James and Thaddaeus; Simon and Judas Iscariot, who would later betray
him.
These men were not all fishermen before they became disciples. They all
did many different things and came from different types of families. They
were not perfect either, they just wanted to try to be like Jesus and
spread the good news about who Jesus was.
Jesus would like us to be His disciples too. Some people do leave their
families when they're older and become missionaries, other people are
missionaries right where they live. They help in church or tell their
friends about Jesus. Maybe there is a way you can be a disciple right
now, right where you are.

Journal: In what ways could you be a missionary right now where you
are? What ways have you heard God calling you to help others? What has
God been calling you to give up in order to follow him instead?

Prayer: Dear Heavenly Father, help us to be fishers of men. Help us to be
missionaries in our own backyard and spread your love in everything we
do. Amen.

30 Day Bible Story Challenge
Day 24 – The Lost Son
This weeks parable is about the lost son. This story is also called the
prodigal son. Prodigal means to spend a lot of money on things you don't
need and being very wasteful with what you have. You will see that, that
is exactly what this son does.
This is the parable that Jesus told: There once was a father that had two
sons. One day the younger son said to his father, "Father, could you give
me my inheritance?" (Inheritance is money the father would give his
children after he had died.) So the father thought about it and decided
his sons could have the money now, and he split it evenly between them.

The son was in trouble. He had no money, no place to live, he had
nothing to eat, so he had to get a job. The only job he could find was
feeding pigs. He was so hungry he tried to eat the food that the pigs
were eating but his boss caught him and told him if he ever saw him
doing that again he would lose his job.
That night as the son was walking home his stomach wouldn't stop
growling, he was so hungry. He saw some people walking towards him
and he asked them if they could give him any money for food, but no one
would give him anything. Everyone was so poor it was hard to share with
anyone.

Very soon after the younger son received the money, he decided that
since he had so much money he would move to a different country and
have some fun with it.

The son went to bed hungry and when he woke up he realized
something. When he lived with his father even the hired men had more
food than they needed, and now he was starving to death. At that
moment he made a plan. He would go back to his father's house and say
to him, 'I have sinned against God and against you. I don't deserve to be
called your son, so hire me and I will work for you."

When he left, he left for good. He took every last thing he had and didn't
plan on returning. He wanted to be grown up and spend all his money
how he wanted with no one to tell him what to do.

He knew that if he became like a hired man on his father's farm he would
still be better off than he was right now. He would always have a warm
place to stay and food to eat. So he headed for home.

So he just left. He left a big farm with many hired men with everything
he needed, he left his family, and more importantly he left his father who
trusted him enough to give him the money. This probably made his
father very sad and I'm sure he missed him very much.

It took the son a long time to get home, he was just hoping that his dad
would let him work at the farm and let him be a hired man. The son was
walking up the to farm but while he was still a long way off and he could
see someone notice him and start to run towards him. He was sure that
they must have been expecting someone else, no one would be excited
to see him.

While the son was gone he spent all the money he had right away. He
didn't think to save any of it. He ate out every meal every day, he bought
fancy cars, he threw wild parties and spent money on many other things
that God wouldn't be happy with.
After he had spent all his money, the country he was living in became
very poor and they hardly had enough food for everyone. It was even
worse for people who had no money because food became even more
expensive, so it was very hard for poor people to get any food.

As the person got closer he realized it was his father and he was yelling,
"My son! My son! You are finally home!" He couldn't believe it. His
father threw his arms around him and kissed him. But the son quickly
said, "Father, I have sinned against God and against you. I don't deserve
to be called your son..." The son wanted to continue but the father said
to one of his servants, "Quick! Bring the best robe and put it on him. Put
a ring on his finger and sandals on his feet. Bring the biggest calf and kill
it. Let's have a party and celebrate because my son was lost and is
found!"

A little while later, the older son was working in the field and heard music
and dancing. So he called to one of the servants and asked what was
going on. "Your brother has come home and your father is having a party
for his return."
This upset the older brother and he refused to go join the party. The
father heard that he was upset, so he went to talk to him and invited him
to join the party. But the son refused saying, "Look! I have been working
for you all these years and I've never disobeyed you. Yet you never had a
big party for me to celebrate with my friends. But now my younger
brother has come home, spent all the money you gave him, and you kill
the biggest calf for him!"
"But, my son," the father said, "you are always with me, and everything I
have is yours. We had to celebrate and be glad because this brother of
yours was lost and now he is found."
In this parable the father in the story is just like God. This is how God
would be if we ran away from him and we started doing things we
shouldn't. He doesn't give up on us when we do things that are wrong,
and he will always forgive us if we've truly changed and repent for what
we've done.
Now the older brother in this story just shows how most of us would act
if this happened to us. I think we would all be upset if our younger
brother or sister ran away for a long time and did a whole bunch of bad
things and then came home and your parents threw a big party for him.
The father who had been wronged, was forgiving. But the eldest son,
who had not been wronged, was unforgiving. In this parable Jesus gives a
clear picture of God and what God is like. God is truly kinder than us.

Journal: Have you ever gotten jealous of someone because you felt like
they were loved more by a parent or grandparent or teacher? How did
that make you feel? Does God loving all of his creations effect how much
he loves you? Therefore, how should we feel about spreading and sharing
God’s love with others?

Prayer: Lord we thank you that no matter or faults, or mistakes, you will
never stop loving us. We thank you for loving us just like the father loved
his prodigal son. Amen.

30 Day Bible Story Challenge
Day 25 – Jesus Tells Stories
While Jesus was with his disciples and went around teaching to all the
crowds who came to hear him, He often spoke in parables. A parable
isn't a true story, it's a story that Jesus made up to teach a lesson.
Have you ever heard of the story of Goldie Locks and the Three Bears?
How about the Three Little Pigs? These stories are easy to remember,
just like a parable. Jesus told them so the people would remember them.
The difference between children's stories and parables is that children's
stories are too make believe, bears don't talk and live in houses, and
neither do pigs. But while the stories Jesus told weren't real stories, they
were about real life things. They were for adults and didn't have
cartoons or make believe characters.
Even though you are young, you can learn these stories too. They show
us how to act towards others, how to please God, and they teach us
things about what Heaven is like and how we can live with him someday.
After Jesus told a parable he would explain what it meant, but he only
told people that were his real friends and really wanted to know him
better. An example of a longer parable is the one about the farmer, it
goes something like this:
Jesus had gone out and sat by the lake by himself. Soon such large
crowds gathered around Him that He got into a boat near the shore and
people stood on the land to hear him. Then he began telling them
parables:
A farmer went out to plant his garden. As he was throwing the seed on
the ground some fell on the hard path nearby and the birds came and ate
them.

The next seeds fell near some rocks the farmer had in a pile nearby.
There was not much dirt around the rocks so the seeds started to sprout
and grow the next day. When seeds aren't planted in the dirt they don't
grow roots which help them stay strong and wet, which help them grow
properly.
So in the afternoon when the sun was very hot the little plants that
started to grow among the rocks withered away and died because they
had no root in the ground.
As the farmer continued to throw seeds onto the ground some of the
seeds fell among the weeds and thorns that he hadn't pulled out. The
thorns grew faster and taller then the seeds, so the seeds couldn't get
enough sunlight and were choked out by the thorns.
Finally, some seed fell on the good soil that the farmer had worked and
dug holes for the seed to go into. Those seeds made plants and those
plants produced lots and lots of vegetables.
After Jesus told the parable the disciples asked what it meant. He knew
that they would really listen and wanted to get to know him better so He
told them what it meant. It goes something like this:
Just like when you're listening to your Sunday School teacher, your
parents or pastor. They are trying to tell you more about God and about
how to get to Heaven someday. When they talk to you about these
things they are planting a pretend seed in your mind. The seed is a story
about Jesus and as you learn more the seed grows and gets bigger and
you eventually will know lots about God and be able to tell others about
Him.
If you hear them talking about Jesus but don't understand, you need to
ask questions. If you don't ask, you will forget what you learned and it
will be like the seeds that fell on the path that were eaten by the birds.
You will forget and the seed will be gone from your mind and it won't
grow.

Sometimes you might learn something about God and you will be excited
about it but you don't learn more. It helps to read Bible stories and pray
and go to church if you can. If you don't do any of these things you won't
have a good friendship with God.
So if you don't learn more about God the pretend seed in your mind
won't grow and it will be like the seed that fell on the rocks. It grew only
for a short time and then it died.
The next seed is the one that was choked out by the thorns. This can
happen when you hear a lesson about God and then you start to worry
about all kinds of things. You might worry about your parents, your
friends, or if you have all the coolest stuff. By worrying you will choke
out the pretend seed in your mind. Pray to God instead of worrying!
The last seed is the best, it fell on the good ground. If you learn from
what you hear in Sunday School and church, the seed in you mind will
grow. You will be able to tell others about how great God is and God will
be a good friend. Instead of growing a garden, you will be helping others
know God and making Heaven grow with more people to live there.

Journal: How are you having seeds planted right now? How can you help
them to grow into a strong Christian faith?

DLTK's Crafts for Kids

green tissue paper or something to color with.
Instructions:
Print out the template.
Cut out the template pieces.
Glue the flower and leaves onto the
stem. You can glue both onto a
piece of white paper if that makes it
easier to hang up later.
Glue seeds into center of the
sunflower.
Glue balled up pieces of yellow
tissue paper onto the petals.
Glue balled up pieces of green tissue
paper onto the leaves.
If you don't have yellow tissue paper, you can make the petals some
other colour (just don't call it a sunflower).
If you don't have green tissue paper, you can just colour in the leaves and
stem or print it on green construction paper.
Template on Next Page

Sunny the Sunflower Craft - Contributed by Leanne Guenther
Materials:
paper, something to color with, scissors, glue,
seeds (sunflower, popcorn or dried peas beans or lentils all work well).
yellow tissue paper or something to color with.

Prayer: Hi God, help us to grow big Giant SUNFLOWERS OF FAITH! Amen!

30 Day Bible Story Challenge
Day 26 – Parable of the Talents
This story is called the Parable of the Talents. A parable is a type of story
Jesus would tell so we would learn something from it.
Jesus' stories had more than one meaning. For example, this story is
about talents which was a super large amount of money in Bible times.
Today a talent might be worth a million dollars!
A talent in this story can also mean our gifts or abilities. Something
special and amazing God gives just to you, almost like a super power.
The parable starts like this: A man decided to go on a long trip, so he
called his servants and asked them to take care of his house, his stuff and
his money.
Keep in mind that the man in this story is like God and the man's servants
are God's people (you and me!) The man in this story trusted his servants
and believed that they would take care of his special and valuable things.
The man decided to give one servant five talents of money (lets say that
it's about five million dollars), to another he gave two talents (or two
million) and to the last servant he gave one talent. He gave each servant
a large amount he thought they could handle or according to their ability.
Our abilities are our special gifts that God gave to each of us. He made
some of us smarter about some things than others. Some of us are good
at memorizing, some of us are better at certain sports, and some of us
are better at knowing how to help others. Some can solve problems
better and some are more generous. Our ability is something special we
have that's different than anyone else.
Back to the story, the man left on his trip and the servants each did
something with the money that they received.

The man with the five talents went right away and used his money and
got five more! The man with the two talents also used his money wisely
and gained two more talents. But the man with one talent took his talent
and buried it in the ground to keep the money safe. He didn't even try to
do something with it.
He reminds me a bit like a dog that buries a bone. He had lots of time to
do something with his money. He could've bought some seeds and
planted a garden and made some money but he didn't do anything!
After a nice long trip the master came back and wanted to know what his
servants did with his money. The first man with the five talents said,
"You trusted me with five talents and I made five more!"
His master smiled and replied, "Great job, good and faithful servant!"
You are trustworthy with a few things so I will put you in charge of lots of
things. Come celebrate with me!
I think it's interesting that the master says he trusted him with a FEW
things. He gave him five million dollars! That's ALOT of things. But to
this master it was small compared to what he would give and trust him
with now.
Then the man with the two talents came and said, "You trusted me with
two talents and I made two more!"
His master smiled and replied, "Great job, good and faithful servant!"
You are trustworthy with a few things so I will put you in charge of lots of
things. Come celebrate with me!
Then the man who received the one talent came and told his master, "I
know you work hard for your money, so I was afraid to lose any of it. I
decided to bury it and keep it safe. Here is your one talent back."
The master was not impressed and said, You lazy servant! At the very
least you could've taken the money to the bank and you would've at least
collected some interest from it."

He immediately took the talent away from the man and gave it to the
first man who used his money to make more.
The point Jesus was trying to make is that if you use your special gifts and
abilities God will give you more to keep doing these things you are good
at. He will trust you with so much more.
If you have a chance to do something for God that he gave you special
abilities for and you don't do it you will lose your special gift.
God considers you very valuable and trusts you to do something for him
using your gifts and abilities. If you have a chance to do something and
don't because you want to watch tv, play video games or because you
just don't want to do anything; God will take that valuable gift and give it
someone who is doing something with their gifts.
Maybe you're not sure what your special abilities are yet. Ask your
parents or teachers what they think you're gifts are.
Listen and watch when others compliment you or notice something good
about what you're doing, to you it might be something small but to God
it's a special and very valuable gift that only you can give. If you keep
using it God will continue to make it bigger and better.
Also try to encourage and compliment others if you notice something
special in them. Your friends, teachers and parents might forget that God
put something special in them and you might see it. Tell them that
they're good at it and remind them that it's a special ability given to them
by God.

Journal: In what special ways has God given you a special gift (talent)? In
what ways have you used that talent to glorify God?

My Special Talents Craft
Materials:
printer and paper, pencil and eraser, scissors, glue, construction paper in
hair colors
OPTIONAL: thin cardboard for making Templates (old cereal boxes or the
backs of paper pads work well)
OPTIONAL: construction paper (if making cardboard Templates)
Directions - Writing the Poem:
Kaitlyn's Poem (Example from 6 year old):
I'm so smart I can type on the computer.
I'm so smart I can run so fast.
I'm so smart I can ride my scooter.
I'm so smart I can play soccer
Directions - Making the Craft:
1) Cut out the template pieces.
2) Assemble the child:
a. Cut along the line in the largest piece to make the legs.
b. Glue the circle (head) onto the largest piece (body and
legs).
c. Glue the small rectangles (arms) onto the body.
d. Glue the small half ovals (hands) onto the ends of the
arms.
e. Glue the larger half circles (feel) onto the bottom of the
legs.
3) Cut some strips of paper or wool to make hair for the child.
Provide colors to match all the children's hair colors (if you cannot
find brown construction paper, use brown paper bags).

4) Have the children draw their face on the head
5) Glue the I'm So Smart! poem onto the tummy.
Templates on Next Two Pages…

Prayer: Thank you God for making me so special and for giving me special
talents. Amen.

30 Day Bible Story Challenge
Day 28 – The Good Samaritan
This is one of the last parables we will be looking at. There are many
other parables in the Bible, so if you want to hear more ask your parents
to read them to you.
This next parable started with a man asking Jesus a question. The man
who asks Jesus a question was very smart. Maybe he was trying to trick
Jesus and see if he was a good teacher or not. This is what he asked:
"Teacher, what should I do so I can go to Heaven and live forever?"
Jesus replied, "What is written in the Bible? What do you think?"
The man answered, "Love the Lord your God with all your heart, with all
your soul, and with all your strength, and love your neighbor as yourself."
"That is right!" Jesus said. "Do this and you will live forever in Heaven."
But the man wanted to know more so asked Jesus, "And who is my
neighbor?"
Jesus decided to answer this question with a parable to help everyone
who was listening understand.
Jesus said:
"There once was a Jewish man walking along a road. He was coming
from Jerusalem and was heading to Jericho, which was a full day or two
of walking.
The road was rocky and there were small hills all around. The man was
just humming to himself and enjoying the nice day when suddenly a
group of men jumped out from behind a hill. They took all his belongings
and tore off most of his clothes. They didn't want him to follow them so
they beat him up very badly, and left him lying and bleeding on the side
of the road.

A few minutes later, a priest was walking down the same path and
noticed the man lying on the side of the road. Do you know what he did?
You'd think he would run over and help the man. Instead he crossed the
road and walked on the other side and acted like he didn't see the man.
About an hour or so later, another man, called a Levite, was walking
down the road. Levites were people who assisted priests with their work.
He would probably help the man. But you know what he did? He slowed
down and walked a little closer to the man, but then kept walking
without helping him at all.
You might be thinking that maybe the man lying by the side of the road
looked like he was resting or something and that is why the priest and
the Levite didn't stop to help. The trouble is, it was easy to tell he was
badly hurt. The man was bleeding, had most of his clothes ripped off
him, and he was bruised and hardly breathing.
Just a few minutes later, another man came walking. He was a
Samaritan. One thing you should know about Samaritans is that Jews
didn't like them. Jews usually didn't treat Samaritans very well, so they
never got along. The man who was dying on the road was a Jew. So
what do you think the Samaritan did? You would think he would walk by
and maybe even laugh at the man.
But as soon as he saw the man, he went over to him and felt compassion
for him. He put bandages on his sores and poured oil and wine (which
were quite expensive) on the sores to prevent them from getting worse.
Then he lifted the man on his own donkey and took him to a hotel to take
care of him.
The next day the Samaritan took out enough money so the man could
stay at the hotel until he was well enough to leave. He paid the man at
the front desk and asked him to take care of the man. If he wasn't better
after about two months the Samaritan would come back and pay for any
extra cost."
After Jesus finished the story, he asked, "Which of the three men do you
think was a neighbor to the man who was left beaten on the side of the
road?"

The man who asked him the question at the beginning replied, "The one
who had compassion and helped him."
Jesus told him, "Go and do the same."

Prayer: Lord help us to be the Good Samaritan to everyone we meet and
to everyone who needs one. Amen.

30 Day Bible Story Challenge
Day 29 – Jesus Feeds the Five Thousand
This story is about a miracle. If you don't know what a miracle is, you
should by the end of this story. Just remember, only God can do miracles
and He still does them today!
Jesus had sent the twelve disciples out into the country and gave them
the power to heal sick people and tell others about God's love. When the
disciples returned, they met with Jesus to tell Him about all the people
they talked with and had healed. They were all very excited to tell Jesus
about their adventures.
The problem was, people followed the disciples so they could find Jesus.
They had seen the miracles He had done and wanted to see more. But
Jesus knew the disciples wanted to talk to Him. They hadn't even had a
chance to eat yet, so He said to them, "Come with me and we will find a
quiet place to talk and get some rest."
So they went away by themselves in a boat to a quiet place. But many
people saw them leaving and recognized them and ran after them on
land. The boat Jesus and the disciples were in was slowed down because
of wind, so the people actually got to the other side of shore before
them.
When Jesus and the disciples arrived, they noticed the large crowd. Jesus
felt love for these people because He knew they needed a teacher and
someone to believe in. He knew that the disciples would understand, so
He began teaching the large crowd many things.
It was starting to get late in the day and none of the people had supper
yet. The disciples came to Jesus and said, "There is no food around here
and its already getting late. Maybe we should send the people away so
they can go to the surrounding towns and get themselves something to
eat."
But Jesus replied, "You give them something to eat."

The disciples didn't think that they understood Jesus right and said, "We
can't feed all these people, we would have to work almost a year to pay
for all the food!"
While the disciples were talking to Jesus, one of the disciples named
Andrew noticed a small boy walking by with a small lunch. He stopped
the boy and asked him what he had. He quickly ran over to where the
disciples were talking to Jesus and said, "Here is a boy with five small
loaves of bread and two small fish, but how far will they go among so
many people?"
Jesus smiled and said, "Ask everyone to sit down."
There was lots of grass to sit on so everyone was seated -- all five
thousand of them. After everyone was seated, Jesus took the loaves of
bread and thanked God for it. Then the disciples passed around the
bread and everyone could take as much as they wanted. He did the same
with the fish.
Remember, these were five small loaves of bread and two small fish, only
enough for a boy to eat. There were five thousand people all eating from
this boy's small lunch, and they could eat as much as they wanted. There
are probably more than five thousand people at your church or school,
it's a lot of people!
After everyone was full, Jesus asked the disciples to gather all the food
that was leftover so nothing would be wasted. After they gathered all
the baskets of food, they counted them up. There were twelve baskets
still full with some bread and fish from the little boy's small lunch.
His small lunch probably barely filled one of the baskets before Jesus
touched it, and that is a miracle! After the people realized what had
happened, they said to each other, "This must be an important person
sent from God." He was much more than that!
Journal: How would you react if Jesus had asked you to feed 5,000
people? How would you feel if you were the little boy who was asked to
give up his lunch? What does Jesus teach us about trusting in him
through this story?

30 Day Bible Story Challenge
Day 30– Sermon on the Mount
The message you're going to hear about today is all about blessings. We
use the word bless a lot but maybe don't know what it means. If
someone sneezes we usually hear someone say, "bless you!" It's not
completely clear why we say that but the word bless is a positive word.
Jesus had been walking with his disciples always teaching and talking with
them. More and more people would see Jesus and follow him because
they could sense there was something special about him. The way he
spoke and what he spoke about captured everyone's attention.
This was one of those days and people had been following and Jesus
decided to stop on a hillside with his disciples and teach to all who
wanted to listen.
Jesus will make ten points in the first part of his sermon known as the
beatitudes. All except one of these points start with the word blessed.
So we should probably figure out what the word means before we
continue.
To be blessed is to be more than happy. Life doesn't always go our way,
sometimes we get sick or someone gets hurt and of course this doesn't
make us happy but being blessed is being full of joy on the inside even if
things aren't perfect.
It's a deeper joy because we know, as believers, that the spirit of God
lives in us and we will live with him in heaven someday.

Prayer: Lord help us to remember to not be afraid but to trust in you
because ONLY YOU are the God that can perform miracles. Amen.

Jesus starts off with blessed are those who are poor in spirit for theirs is
the kingdom of heaven. Being poor in spirit means that we aren't
attached to all the stuff that we have. That you understand that God has
given you all the great things or blessings and we should be very thankful
and even willing to give them up or share them with others. All our
things on earth doesn't matter because we can't take it with us to heaven
which will be more amazing than we can imagine.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. Mourning is
when we're really sad. Maybe you've cried because you got hurt or
someone you knew died but this is different than that. This is being very
upset about those people that haven't heard about God or even about
the sin in your life. You might not think about these things very much yet
but as you get closer to God this will bother you and that's okay. God
promises to comfort us when we need it.
Blessed are the meek for they shall inherit the earth. Being meek is being
patient, not easily angered and not thinking of yourself too highly. A bad
example of this in the Bible were the Pharisees. They would make sure
people knew that they were fasting and praying and seemed proud about
what they were doing for God. Except God is looking for us to do these
things without putting on a show for others but doing it just for God, not
for approval from others. Doing a nice, kind thing for someone is super,
but we can always keep on doing that, plus more.
Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness: for they
shall be filled. Being righteous is impossible on our own. Can we always
do right by God? No, and God knows that. We can try our best to do the
right thing and if we don't, we can ask for forgiveness and the forgiveness
erases all the bad. The verse not only asks us to try to be righteous but to
hunger and thirst for it. Have you ever been really hungry and thirsty?
To be truly hungry and thirsty you might have to go without food or
water for more than a day or two. God wants us to need and feel like
we're starving for righteousness and He will fill us up with it.
Blessed are the merciful: for they shall obtain mercy. To have mercy is to
be loving and kind to others. This doesn't mean just being loving and
kind to your family and friends but also to those who you might not know
and even those you don't like.
Blessed are the pure in heart: for they shall see God. Being pure is like
having a clean heart. Like the heart inside of us, it pumps blood and
keeps us alive and if something is wrong with our heart we won't work
right. Jesus is talking about the place where we think and make
decisions, why we do things, and our thoughts. If we keep our mind,
thoughts and decisions full of good, God says we'll understand Him more.

Blessed are the peacemakers: for they shall be called the children of God.
The simplest way to explain this is someone who makes peace. Helping
others to get along would be a big part of it. The second part of this
beatitude says: then you will be called the children of God. Being God's
child would mean that you truly are a part of God's family and that you're
starting to be more like Him; just like we are with our parents.
Blessed are they which are persecuted for righteousness' sake: for theirs
is the kingdom of heaven. God knows that being who He wants is not the
way the world acts. By doing the opposite of the world we will be made
fun of or worse because people don't understand why we don't do things
only for ourselves. By living a life doing things for others confuses the
way the world thinks. A lot of people in the world want beauty, money,
and don't care about others as long as they get what they want. This is
opposite to the life God wants us to lead. Doing the right thing isn't easy
but God wants us to know that the kingdom of heaven is waiting for us if
we can get through the tough times in this life.
The beatitudes end saying that we should rejoice and be glad because by
following these we will receive great treasures in heaven.
God promises that we will be blessed if we follow these teachings but it
won't be easy. We all are still figuring out how to do these things. Don't
be discouraged. God calls us to be different than the rest of the world.
Keep in mind that the beatitudes are impossible to do without God's
help. He wants to help and be a big part of decisions you make and all
that you do.
Jesus didn't give us these beatitudes and then want us to fail. He wanted
to give us something to aim for, to work on our whole life to try to
achieve. He wants us to try our best and give us a life full of blessings and
reward us even bigger in heaven someday.

Activity – Create a Treasure Box to Place the Beatitudes Into
Materials:
empty kleenex box, some black and yellow construction paper
a printer, scissors, glue , and something to color with.
Instructions:
1) Cover the kleenex box with black construction paper (all sides).
Use enough glue that when we slit open the top the paper will
stick.
2) Using sharp scissors, have an adult cut around 3 sides of the
kleenex box, about an inch from the top (so the treasure chest
opens). You will need to bend back the cardboard on the
remaining, attached side so the chest opens and closes nicely.
3) Glue a piece of yellow or red construction paper, felt or tissue
paper to the inside of the "lid" and chest (so it looks like a nice
velvety lining)
4) Now comes the fun part! Print out the template.
5) Color the pieces, as necessary and cut them out
6) Cut 1/2 inch strips from yellow construction paper and glue them
to all the edges of the treasure chest.
7) Glue the Bible verse on the top of the chest.
8) Glue the lock onto the front of the chest
9) Glue the handles onto the sides of the chest.
Color and Place the Beatitudes in your Treasure Chest

Prayer: Thank you Lord for our many blessings. Amen.

