The Mission Foundation of The Great Miami River District of 
The United Methodist Church
2026 Youth Mission or Spiritual Development Trip Grants 
Applications due to the District Office by March 6, 2026
$1,000.00 per church/organization per year

Dear Youth Leaders,

As you are working on plans for the summer of 2026, please know that we give thanks for your faithfulness to our teens and the Gospel of Jesus Christ.

The past few years have made it all the more clear how much youth long for and need connections to God and each other that church, youth group, and mission trips offer.  

Near and far there has been a clear call for the church to help with issues of homelessness, food insecurity, care for the environment, poverty, dismantling racism, rebuilding after natural disasters, sharing the gospel in word and deed. The list is long.

Maybe it’s not taking a long trip overseas or out of state, but instead, going and doing a week of service at one of our church camps in West Ohio.  Maybe it’s not a week of sleeping on church floors, but it is 5 powerful day trips throughout the summer to help with disaster relief or feeding the homeless or leading VBS in a small rural church where they don’t have enough volunteers. Maybe it’s utilizing the network of opportunities set up through Summer Impact and working in our own region to see people and the needs close to home in new ways.  

Each of you will be called to do something a little different that suits your group, your context, and the need that God has put on your heart.  Regardless of what it is, we want you to know that the Great Miami River District is here to support you. Once again, we are offering the $1,000 youth mission and spiritual development grants this year.  

I encourage you to dream, pray, and think in bold and creative ways about how to engage youth in mission, service, and spiritual growth safely this summer.  

If you’d like ideas on how to be involved with our local mission partners or smaller rural churches, please reach out to the district office.  We would love to share ideas and resources from across the district with you. 

Blessings!           

Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann, Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair
on behalf of the Great Miami River District Mission Foundation






The Mission Foundation of The Great Miami River District of 
The United Methodist Church
2026 Youth Mission or Spiritual Development Trip Grants 
Applications due to the District Office by March 6, 2026
$1,000.00 per church/organization per year

  
Date _________________	 	

Church Name_____________________________________________________

Pastor’s Name______________________________________________

Address____________________________________________________________

City____________________________State_______________Zip_____________

E-mail: ____________________________________________________________

Church Phone #_________________________  


Youth Director____________________________________________________

Address___________________________________________________________

City____________________________State_______________Zip_____________

E-mail: _________________________________

Cell Phone #____________________________ 

Describe the activities planned that will enrich the spiritual formation of those participating.




1) Where are you going?  (name of camp and location)


2) Name of organization that runs the camp/retreat center you will be using_____________________________ Is it affiliated with the United Methodist Church? check one:    yes___no___






3) When are you going on this trip?




4) How many are going on the trip?

Youth _____	Adults ______	Total ________



5) What is the cost per participant?  

$_____________ . _____


6) What is the total projected cost for this trip?  

$_____________ . _____


7) Funding requested of GMR Mission Foundation for this trip:

$_____________ . _____
 


8) Please describe the culture and demographics of those you are going to serve as well as a brief description of the mission/work you will perform.  






9) How do you expect this trip/event to change the lives of the youth and adults who attend?  How will this growth be measured and evaluated?







Please include as attachments:
1. budget for the trip, which identifies local congregation/organization dollars that will support the trip and other financial resources that will be used for this trip (projected income.)  Also, indicate how these funds will be spent (projected expenditures.)  
2. A copy of your current safe sanctuaries policy and most recent date of volunteer training.  


We, the undersigned, request funding from The Mission Foundation of the Great Miami River District of The United Methodist Church as documented in this form and attachments.

We understand as a grant recipient that we will be expected to participate in sharing our story of mission by:
--including a photo and write up or video for the Abundant Fruit celebration
--submitting a Youth Mission Trip evaluation in September


                                                                                                                        

_________________________________     ________________________________
Pastor						Administrative Board/Council Chairperson



_________________________________     ________________________________
Finance Chairperson				Youth Pastor/Director


APPLICATION DEADLINE IS March 6, 2026

Please e-mail a copy of your request with all signatures and supporting documentation included by 4pm on Friday, March 6, 2026 to:
Rev. Justin M. Fuhrmann (jfuhrma@hotmail.com),
Great Miami River District Grants Committee Chair







